
Helping Churches 
to Rebuild Lives 
and Transform 
our Community. 





Reducing Poverty



Reducing Poverty



Coordinating Resources

Resource Coordination Center 
Coordinating Faith and Community Resources 





Meeting Basic Needs



Gap Ministry Churches
Bethany Presbyterian, Brooke Road United Methodist, 
Central Christian, Church of the Holy Spirit, First Evangelical 
Covenant, Forest City Church, Forest City Fellowship, New 
Life United Methodist, Redeemer Lutheran, United Lutheran, 
Willow Creek Presbyterian 

Items Distributed
Personal Hygiene Items, Household Supplies, Cleaning 
Products, Baby Supplies, Non-perishable Food Items, 
Bedding/Linens, School Supplies



Helping Our 
Community Flourish









What would it look like to pray, 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
(in Rockford) as it is in heaven?” 

What would our city look like if the 
kingdom of God really took shape here? 



Churches that transform communities 
are those that are inwardly strong but 
outwardly focused.  An increasing 
number of churches are rediscovering 
their focus and thinking differently 
about what church should be.  

These are externally focused churches 
– churches that measure their 
effectiveness not by how many 
congregants are sitting in the pews but 
rather how many congregants are 
engaged in the community. 



Partnering and collaboration 
are not essential for becoming 
the best church in the 
community but are absolutely 
essential if you want to 
become the best church for 
the community. 



Churches that are transforming 
communities don’t divide over 
differences but unite with other 
churches and community service 
organizations (faith based or not) 
around their common love for the 
community. 

We can unite and work together with 
other churches and groups in our 
communities not because we share the 
same theology but because we care 
about the same things. 



Churches that are working 
together have discovered 
the biblical truth that there is 
really one church in the city 
that meets in different 
locations and at different 
times.  There may be many 
congregations, but there is 
only one church. 



Understanding our congregations as parts of one larger 
church in the city allows us to experience the unity of family 
that we share in belonging to the same Father, the unity of 
fellowship as we accept one another and worship 
together, and the unity of purpose. 

Congregations are discovering that sometimes we can 
publicly express our unity through service that blesses our 
community. 



I want to find a way to 
follow Jesus that connects 
with the world I live in.

God is more at work outside 
the Church than inside, and 
I want to be a part of that.

I want to be a Christian 
without separating myself 
from the world around me.



The united and 
equipped 
church, working 
together with 
others can solve 
almost any 
problem. 



Limited Capacity 

Lack of Connection 

Limited Engagement 

?



Simply put, we 
believe that we are 
better together.  

No one church can 
bring city 
transformation, but 
together – we can. 

Seek peace and 
prosperity of the city to 
which I’ve called you, for 
if it prospers you too will 
prosper.  
Jeremiah 29:7



1. Connect faith leaders and work with them to identify the needs in 
their communities that are simply too large to tackle on their own.

2. Provide research and connect them with resources and partners to 
address those needs.

3. Equip and mobilize churches to take action together.

Annual Focus Area



Collaborative Networks 

Relationships

Building relationships that bridge divides of denomination, race, generation, and 

anything else that unnecessarily keeps us from working together.

Learning & Prayer

Learn about, discuss and pray for the needs of the region.

Collaboration

Once trust is built, collaboration can begin to work on the mission to transform 

our city.



Connect and build trust 

Support and equip

Collaborate for action 

Events



Thursday, September 9

9:00 – 10:30am 

Faith Leader Planning Session 

YMCA Log Lodge 

200 Y Blvd



OneBodyCollaboratives.org

One Body Collaboratives, Inc. 


